The collection of poems known as the Greek Anthology consists of the Palatine Anthology compiled by Constantinus Cephalas in the tenth century A.D., the Planudean Anthology called after Maximus Planudes, a monk of Constantinople, of the fourteenth century A.D., and an Appendix of some 400 epigrams, of which nearly 300 are anonymous.
The anthologies of Cephalas and Planudes were founded on the collection made by Agathias (500 A.D.), who in turn had incorporated in his anthology three previous collections made by Meleager (end of second century B.C.), Philippus (200 A.D.) and Straton (200 A.D.) respectively. The Planudean compilation was published in 1494 and was the only version of the Anthology extant until the lost MSS. of Cephalas were discovered by Saumaise in the Palatine library at Heidelberg in 1606, though it was not published until nearly the end of the eighteenth and beginning -of the nineteenth century, by Brunck and Jacobs. In its present form the Planudean Anthology contains only those poems which are not included in the Palatine collection. The great majority of the epigrams are to be found in the Anthology only, but there are also many which appear in other works, such. as those of Herodotus, Diogenes Laertius or Athenaeus.
Apart from the large number of epigrams by utterly unknown or anonymous writers to which it is difficult, if not impossible, to fix a date, the poems of medical interest in the Greek Anthology extend over a period of nearly fifteen centuries, beginning with Empedocles and Simonides in the fifth century B.C., including poets of the Alexandrian epoch in the third century B.C., a large number of writers in the early and late Roman Empire, representatives of the literary renaissance in the reign of Justinian in the sixth century, and ending with Cometas, a contemporary of Cephalas, in the tenth century. The great majority of the medical epigrams, as will be shown, are by writers who flourished subsequent to the establishment of the Roman Empire. In several instances epigrammatists of different date have the same names, thus there were two named Leonidas, two named Automedon, and three named Antipater, and though sometimes they are distinguished by the names of their birthplace, this is not always the case, and difficulty results in assigning a date to the epigram in question.
The cosmopolitan nature of the later Greek culture, to which Symonds in particular has drawn attention, is illustrated by the representatives of these various periods, in-whose epigrams matters relating to medicine may be found. vi, vii, ix, x, xi, xii, and xiv. The first section merely contains allusions to the medical saints Cosmas and Damian (i, 11), and Cyrus and John (i, 90), and a curious medical metaphor by Ignatius (800 A.D.) in an epigram on a picture of the Crucifixion in the Church of the Virgin at the Fountain in Byzantium (i, 111): "Dead Hades vomits forth her dead, having received the-flesh of the Lord as a purge." Sections ii and iii contain nothing that concerns us. Meleager, in his preface to his anthology in section iv, wherein he attaches the name of a flower or fruit to each poet in his " garland," gives the graceful and appropriate title of " green mint" to the physician Nicias. In section viii Gregory devotes twentysix tedious epigrams to the memory of his brother Caesar, court physician to the Emperors Constantios and Julian. Section xv contains only one epigram of medical interest (xv, 19) , an abduction by a member of the Asklepiade and his condign punishment.
The principal poems of medical interest in the Planudean Anthology are those dealing with the ELK'cVfE (statues or busts) of Hippocrates, Galen, Iamblichus, Praxagoras, and Oreibasius. The Appendix contains epigrams on votive offerings by the physician Nicias, on baths and springs, premature deaths, epitaphs on the physicians Asklepiades and Agathemenus, and on a child who seems to have suffered from general tuberculosis. Altogether about 400 epigrams in the whole of the Anthology, out of a total of nearly 4,000, deal more or less directly with medical subjects. In the present paper I shall deal only with the doctors of the Greek Anthology, reserving for a subsequent communication the nurmerous other medical allusions to be found in the work.
At least five of the contributors to the Anthology were nmedical nmen-viz., Enmpedocles, Nicias, Nicander, Nicomedes, and Magnus. Empedocles (flor. 500 B.C.) iS the author of two, possibly three, epigrams. Though a legislator and a philosopher as well as a poet and physician, he was guilty of a punning couplet on his colleague, the Sicilian physician Acron. The circumstances are related by Diogenes Laertius (viii, 65) . Acron petitioned the senate of Agrigentum for a family burying ground in consideration of his superiority over other physicians (Su'a -rqv e'v larpos a'KpoTrTa). Empedocles opposed the grant on the principles of equality, and sarcastically suggested the following inscription on Acron's tomb: " Acron, the eminent physician of Agrigentum, son of an eminent father, lies beneath the eminent acropolis of an eminent country." (App., 21.)
Another punning epigram (vii, 508) is attributed to Empedocles by Diogenes Laertius-though, in the Anthology, Simonides appears as the author-on the physician Pausanias, a native of Sicily, to whom Empedocles dedicated his last poem on Nature: "Pausanias, worthy of the name,1 son of Archytas of the family of the Asklepiada, is buried here by his country Gela. Many men wasted by cruel disease he kept from the home of Persephone." The other contribution of Empedocles is a fragment of one of his lost poems dedicated to Pausanias, which shows that, like Pythagoras, he held the doctrine of metempsychosis (ix, 569). Nicias of Miletus (flor. 290 B.C.), a contemporary of Erasistratus and friend of Theocritus, who dedicated to him his ninth idyll, contributed nine epigrams, one of which is on a thank-offering to Eileithuia after childbirth (vi, 270) , another is on a corrosive hair dye (xi, 398), andthe rest are mainly on pastoral subjects (vi, 122, 127; vii, 200; ix, 315, 564; Anth. Plan., 188, 189) . Nicomedes, a physician of Smyrna, of uncertain date, who is himself described in an anonymous epigram as an excellent physician (App., 57), is the author of a reversible epigram on Hippocrates (ix, 53) and of two others on a statue of Asklepius (App., 55, 56) . Nicander (second century B.C.), well known for his often quoted but little read toxicological poems Theriaca and Alexipharmaca, is the author of two epitaphs on fallen warriors (vii, 435, 526 ). An epigram in the comic section (xi, 7) on man's polygamous instinct, attributed in the Palatine Codex to Nicander, has been assigned with more probability in the Planudean collection to Nicarchus. Lastly, Magnus of Ephesus, physician at the Roman Court and an adherent of the eclectic school, I Derived from ira4ewv &vtas, "to relieve suffering." at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from who is himself commemorated by Palladus (xi, 281), has a panegyric on his master Galen (Anth. Plan., 270) .
Probably some of the anonymous epigrams emanated from medical men-e.g., those on Hippocrates (Anth. Plan., 268, 269), Nicander (ix, 211-13), Marcellus (vii, 158), Oreibasios (ix, 199) , and Asklepiades (App., 119), the riddles relating to cupping glasses (xiv, 54, App., 117) and rectal syringes (xiv, 29, 55) , and some of the poems on baths (especially ix, 606-13, 615-18; x, 112, and App., 304).
Two lengthy dedicatory poems in the Appendix (50, 51) have been attributed by some authorities to Marcellus, physician of Side in Pamphylia. They contain, however, nothing of medical interest and were more probably composed by Herodes Atticus, the tutor of Marcus A urelius (Deheque).
The epigrams on medical men in the Greek Anthology may be classified into two main groups:
(1) Poems of a panegyrical character, sometimes amounting to hyperbole, and chiefly consisting of epitaphs or dedicatory verses.
(2) Satires.
In the first group we may include the epitaphs and other epigrams on the natural philosophers and physiologists who formed one of the principal sources of Greek medicine prior to Hippocrates-viz., Pythagoras (vii, 119-22; x, 46, App., 37; Anth. Plan., 325-26), Anaxagores (vii, 95), Democritus (vii, 56-9; ix, 148) , and Heraclitus (vii, 79, 80, 127; ix, 148, 540) . With the exception of an epigram on the death of Heraclitus and one on Pythagoras, to which allusion will be made later, they contain nothing of medical interest and need not detain us. Six epigrams relate to Hippocrates, of which four are by anonymous writers, one by the physician Nicomedes and one by Synesius, a writer of the sixth century A.D. One of these is an epitaph (vii, 135, anon.): " Hippocrates the Thessalian, of Cos by race, lies here, born of the immortal stock of Phoebus. He set up many trophies over disease and gained great glory not by chance but by art." Two anonymous poems in the Planudean collection are still more laudatory: "Hippocrates, either Paean wrote your prescriptions or you were the witness of his healing skill" (Anth. Plan., 268). " Hippocrates of Cos the Paean of mortals, was the first to open the hidden paths of the healing art" (ibid., 269.) In another anonymous poem in the same collection (271) the naine of Hippocrates is coupled with that of a veterinary named Sosander, and is one of the many examples of plays on words to be found in the Anthology: " Hippocrates, physician of men, and Sosander, doctor to horses, both skilled in the secrets of the healing art, change either your profession or your name and do not be called by the name of the profession in which the other excels." The lines on the ElIC0V of Hippocrates by Synesius relate how one Eusebius, who had been granted the right of an ELKcOv, had erected one of Hippocrates instead of his own and thereby " gained greater glory " (Anth. Plan., 267). Galen is mentioned but once (Anth. Plan., 270), in an epigram on his statue by Magnus: "There was a timne when, thanks to thee, Galen, the earth received men mortal and reared them up immortal, and the halls of lamentable Acheron were empty owing to the power of thy healing hand." This idea of the physician's depopulating Hades is found again in two other epigrams. One of these is by an anonymous writer (App., 119) at the end of an hexameter poem on Asklepiades: " The physician Asklepiades has gone to the home of the blessed and has left desolation and solitude among the dead." The other epigram is by Crinagoras on the statue of Praxagoras (Anth. Plan., 273), the first physician to give the pulse its due place in diagnosis and therapeutics: "The son of Phoebus implanted in your breast, Praxagoras, the knowledge of the healing art. All the ills which arise from long fevers and the balms to place on the wounded skin, thou hast learnt from his gentle wife, Epione. If mortals had a few physicians like thee, the barque of Charon would not have to cross the Styx."
Other physicians who are commemorated in connexion with their statues are lamblichus, physician and professor of medicine (aTrpoao0ofuorTip), remarkable for his purity of life and refusal to take fees (Anth. Plan., 272, Leontius), and Oreibasius, the encyclopaedist, likened to " a bee gathering honey here and there " (Anth. Plan., 274, anon.) . Oreibasius is also mentioned in the descriptive section (ix, 199, anon.): " Fate, okving to the immortal art of divine Oreibasius, in fear often prolonged his span of life."
Other medical writers who are lmentioned in the Anthology are Paulus Aegineta, Nicander, and Marcellus of Side. The work of Paulus is commemorated in the following couplet (App., 360, anon.) : " My name is Paulus, my country Aegina. After much labour, I put the whole of Medical Science into a single book." Nicander is honoured by three anonymous epigrams in which he is ranked with Asklepius, Chiron, Hippocrates, and Homer (ix, 211-13 ). An anonymous epitaph on Marcellus, a physician of Side, in Pamphilia (vii, 158), records that his works were placed in the library at Rome by order of Hadrian and his son Antoninus. " Of the forty books of a science worthy of Chiron in which Marcellus discussed in heroic metre the treatment of disease" two considerable fragments remain, entitled 'IaTrptKa 7reppt I%vv and IHept AvKcavpa7rwov.
Allusion should be made here to the Christian epigrams on the medical saints. The first of these (i, 11) refers to the medical saints and martyrs Cosmas and Damian, surnamed aivapyvpot, because they took no money for their services, and is a prayer addressed to them by Sophia, the wife of the Emperor Justinus, asking for victory over disease and the barbarians. In the other (i, 90), Sophronius, patriarch of Jerusalem, returns thanks to Cyrus and John for being cured of a disease of the eyelids. I have already alluded to Caesar, the Court physician, brother of Gregory the theologian, who commemorates him in seventeen epigrams of no medical interest or literary merit. Among less known or entir'ely forgotten medical worthies we find Nicias (vi, 337); Nicomedes (App., 57), "an excellent physician when he was among the living"; Ablabius, ranked as third after Hippocrates and Galen (vii, 559) ; Claudius Agathemenus (App., 224), the friend of the satirist Persius; Andronicus (App., 339) ; Philippus (ix, 597); and a certain Asclepiades (not the celebrated one) (App. 174) and his son Verus.
The Anthology contains two references to the Asklepiadae, or Guild of Physicians, who claimed to be descended from Asklepius. One of them (ix, 675) relates to a lighthouse built by them at Smyrna, where, as we learn from coins, the Asklepiada had considerable influence; while -the other (xv, 19) is less to their credit, relating as it does an abduction by a member of the guild. Punishment quickly followed by the house falling in and crushing the bridal pair and the vtedding guests.
With the exception of a single epigram in Straton's collection (xii, 13) all the satires on medical men are to be found in the eleventh, or comic, section. A sub-section of fifteen consecutive epigrams (112-26), entitled by a commentator e1g £arpov9, is entirely devoted to this subject, the others being scattered throughout the section (xi, 2, 131, 188, 257, 280, 333, 334, 382, 401) , making twenty-five in all.1 Of these, eleven are by Nicarchus, three by Lucilius, two by Callicter and Straton I Most of these have been collected by Witkowski in " Le mal qu'on a dit des medecins," Paris, 1884, who wrongly attributes their translation to F. Jacobs instead of to Deh6que. respectively, while Agathias, Ammianus, Hedylus, and Palladas contribute one each. Three are anonymous.
With the exception of Hedylus, contemporary of Callimachus (324 B.C.), and of Callicter, who possibly belongs to the same period, all the writers named flourished during the early Roman or Byzantine Empire, and Roman influence is clearly visiblc; in their epigrams, which recall not only the satires of Juvenal and epigrams of Martial, but the even mnore venomous attack by the elder Pliny on the medical profession in Rome (Hist. Nat. Lib., xxix, cap. i-viii) .
The story of the man who dreamed of a doctor and never woke again is told both by Lucilius in the Anthology (xi, 257) and by Martial (vi, 53) . As these writers were probably contemporaries, it is impossible to say which was the imitator, or whether they derived their subject independently from a common source. How readily these epigrams lend themselves to translation into Latin is. shown by Ausonius (309-394 A.D.) , who among many other adaptations from the Anthology has given in his eightieth and eighty-first epigrams (Ed. Teubner) remarkably close versions of two epigrams by Nicarchus (xi, 114, 113) which deal with thievish or murderous practitioners. Of the twenty doctors whose names are given in these satirical epigrams, fourteen are not spoken of by any other writer. At least no mention of them is to be found in Hirsch's "Biographisches Lexicon," or William Smith's " Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography," in which all the celebrated physicians of antiquity have received notice from Dr. W. A. Greenhill. Possibly these names were fictitious, to prevent reprisals. Of the remaining six, Capiton, Gennadius, Hermogenes, Simon, Theodorus and Zopyrus, none can be identified with certainty, for many physicians of antiquity were so named. Possibly Capiton (xi, 117) may be the oculist whose prescriptions are quoted by Galen and Aetius, and Zopyrus (xi, 124) may be the Alexandrian surgeon who invented antidotes, which he offered to Mithridates and to one of the Ptolemies, but there is nothing to prove the identity of either. The prevalence of specialists in ancient Rome is well known to us from the descriptions of the Latin poets, especially Martial. The most numerous and thriving class were the oculists, to whom four epigrams in the Anthology refer. The following lines by Nicarchus (xi, 115) recall the equally cruel attacks of Martial: " If you have an enemy, Dionysius, don't call upon him the wrath of Isis, nor of Harpocrates, nor of any god that makes men blind, but invoke Simon, and you will learn what a god can do and what Simon."
Haeser remarks that the medici ocularii would be too highly honoured if they were regarded as ophthalmologists in the full sense. A large section devoted themselves to the composition of eye salves. As manỹ of these contained powerful escharotics, such as copper or arsenic, the following epigram by Straton (xi, 117) is probably founded on fact:
The phvsician Capiton anointed the eyes of Chryses who could see a town at 8 stades, a man at 1 stade, a quail at 12 cubits, and a louse at two hands' breadth. But now he cannot see a town at 1 stade, nor at 2 plethra the flame -of a lighthouse. He can hardly see a horse a hand's breadth off, and where once he could see a quail he cannot now see a large ostrich. If he continue the ointment he won't be able to see an elephant close to him."
An anonymous epigram (xi, 126) satirizes the brutality with which the treatment was carried out. " It was not with a spatula but with a trident, that Charinus anointed my eyes, using a sponge fresh from the ink-pot. In taking out his spatula he dragged out my eyelashes by the roots, and the spatula remained in the eye. If he anoints me a second -time, I shall not trouble him again for my eyes.. For how could I when I have none ?"
Dr. Withington instances the frequent defective spelling on the seals which the oculists used for their eye salves as one of the many proofs -of their bad education. That their honesty was also defective we learn from the following epigram by Nicarchus (xi, 112): "Before anointing your eyes, poor Demostratos, say farewell to the holy light of day, so sure an aim has Dion, not only did he blind the Olympian victor, but he stole the bright eyes of his statue."
Two other epigrams also allude to a combination of' love of the fine -arts with swift dispatch of patients. One is by Nicarchus (xi, 113): " The physician Marcus touched the statue of Zeus yesterday, and though it is stone and Zeus, it has gone to-day (like his patients)." In the .other epigramn, which is by Ammianus (xi, 188), the musical dilettante is satirized, an untranslatable pun being made on the name Apollo, and the Greek word a'roXX)ivat, " to slay": "Nicetas when he sings is an Apollo of song, and when he practises of his patients."
In an epigram by Callicter (xi, 333), alluding to the doctor's thievish habits, the double meaning of the Greek word at'pet can be preserved in the translation: " Rhodon removes lepra and scrofula with drugs and everything else without any drugs at all." I may also mention here an anonymous epigram (xi, 125) describing a compact between' a doctor and a grave-digger, whereby the grave-digger supplies the bandages stolen from the corpses, in return for which the doctor sends all his patients to the grave. Four epigrams are directed against surgeons. In the following two by Nicarchus caustic allusions are made to their orthopaedic operations: " Socles having promised to straighten the hump-back Diodorus placed three heavy square stones upon his spine. The humpback was crushed and died, but he becam-e straighter than a rule" (xi, 120). "Agelaus killed Akestorides while operating on him. 'The poor wretch was bound to limp, if he had lived,' said he" (xi, 121) . In the two other epigrams on surgeons Lucilius (xi, 131) ranks Hermogenes among the four worst scourges that have afflicted mankind; while Palladas (xi, 280) describes Gennadius as one who after exacting his fee conducts his patients to Hades.
We know from the Oath of Hippocrates that cutting for stone was forbidden to every respectable practitioner, the operation being relegated to professional lithotomists. It is probably to one of these persons that the following taunting epigram (xi, 2) is addressed by Callicter, a poet whose &ate is uncertain, though he probably belonged to the Alexandrian epoch: " Theodorus, son of Aeschylus, why do these good men attack me? Will you not prevent them ? All have stones." Here, again, is an untranslatable pun. The Greek word translated by "prevent" (8taKiCAV'o-et) also suggests cutting open the abdomnen (Deheque).
The readiness and impunity with which doctors kill their patientsa favourite theme for the satirist throughout all ages-are exemplified in most of the satirical epigrams. The mere touch (xi, 114), sight (ibid., 123), thought (ibid., 118), or even dream (ibid., 257) of the doctor might prove fatal. In four epigrams (ibid., 118, 119, 122, 123) in which doctors were the cause of sudden death to their patients, clysters are mentioned, suggesting that their administration was sometimes carried out with excessive unskilfulness or brutality. An anonymous poet stigmatizes Damagoras as outweighing plague in the balance (ibid., 334), and Nicarchus compares another doctor, Zopyrus, to Hermes, the guide to the infernal regions (ibid., 124) ; but perhaps the wittiest epigram on the wholesale destruction of the sick is one which has been variously attributed to Lucian, Luoilius, and Agathias- (ibid., 401) . A doctor sends his son to a tutor, but when the boy had learnt the first three lines of the Iliad his father sent him no more, but said this lesson could be learnt at home, as he himself sent many souls to Hades, and for that had no need of a tutor.
Another favourite topic for the medical satirist, the question of the fee, is only found in two epigrams besides the allusion to the surgeon Gennadius already mentioned. One of these, an epigram by Agathias (xi, 382), also gives an amusing picture of the pompous bedside manner and platitudinous utterances of the fashionable physician attending a case of acute bronchitis: " Alkimenes lay sick with fever, his voice hoarse and husky, his side rent as with a sword and breathing rapidly with noisy gasps. Then came Callignotus of Cos, the sententious speaker, full of the wisdom of Paean, able to foretell the issue in every disease and never predicting aught but what will come to pass. He examined the position of Alkimenes, scrutinised his face, wisely touched his hand, and consulted the work on critical days, ruminating all, not far removed from Hippocrates. Then he announced his prognosis to Alkimenes with pompous manner and solemn air. 'If the rattling in your throat and the cruel stabs in your side -abate and fever no longer obstruct your respiration, you will not die of pleurisy, for all that is a sign of the recovery that is to be. Take courage, but call a, lawyer, put your affairs in order, cease to lead an anxious life, and for my good advice leave me, your physician, a third share in your will.' " The other epigram (xi, 171), by Lucilius, is the only instance in these satires of the patient over-reaching the doctor: " Hermocrates the miser as he was dying put himself down in his will as his sole legatee. And he reckoned up how large a recompense he would give the doctors if he recovered, and what he was spending by being ill. When he found he would pay a drachma more if he recovered, ''Tis better to die,' he said, and laid himself out."
Though the tone of some of these epigrams seems exaggerated, the satires were by no means uncalled for. The medical profession in Rome during the early Empire was considerably overcrowded. Specialism, the existence of which Cicero had deplored (De Oratore III, c. 33), rapidly spread after his day, as it offered the chances of soon earning a lucrative living at a small cost.
Thanks to the teaching of Themison, and still more to that of Thessalus and the Methodist school, a long preparation for practice was not considered necessary, and the result was the-ignorance and incompetence which provoked the satires of Martial and the contemporary writers of the Greek Anthology.
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